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vaguest hearsay evidence of unknown or incompetent witnesses, and apparently under circumstances inevitably calculated to defeat their  object  and engender doubts in the minds of reasonable and conscientious men.    Take, for instance, the miracles now said to be wrought at Lourdes.    The object must be taken to be to convert infidel France to the Catholic faith.    But obviously this object would be far better attained by a single undoubted miracle wrought at Paris before  a commission headed by a man like Pasteur, than by any number of miracles scarcely, if at all, distinguishable from those of Dr. Braid, alleged to occur at an obscure village in the presence of peasants and pilgrims.    Or, take a higher instance, that of the demand made by the Pharisees to Jesus for a sign to attest his Messiahship. Consider the circumstances of the case, and see if it is at all possible that if he had possessed the power of working miracles he should have replied, ' "Why doth this generation seek after a sign ? verily I say unto you, there  shall no  sign be given  unto this generation9 ( St. Mark ix. 12 ).  In the first place the statement throws discredit upon  all the miracles   said   to   have   been wrought, by the positive and explicit declaration that none should be wrought.     But beyond this, the very essence of the mission of Jesus was contained in the words, 6 Eepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand/    He had a firm conviction that the kingdom of heaven, or a millennium of peace and goodwill, was close at hand, and its advent only retarded by the sin-fulness and want. of faith of his chosen people.     He thought it his bounden duty to  do  all he could to remove the obstacle and expedite the coming of the kingdom.  Witt this conviction, though fully seeing the